22. April 2008

NVI DI A GeForce 8800 GTI upgrade for
first generation Mac Pro

Today | received the graphics update for nmy first generation
Mac Pro. The card works silent and fine. Read here about ny
i mpressions and my quick test with XBench

What a surprise: Apple finallay nanaged to roll out the

m drange 8800GT graphics card fromNVID A | m upgrading from
the ATl X1900XT which was also a nice card for the Mac Pro and
has still decent perfornance when it conmes to Apples Pro
applications like Final Cut.

I nstall ati on

As a version junkie my Mac OS X is uptodate and | deci ded not
to make a backup. Usually | prefer manual backups but in this
case | only trusted in Timemachine. So | opened up ny Mac Pro
as described in the nice graphics card manual. Di sconnecting

the power cable fromthe old X1900XT was no probl em

Unfortunally the cool Mac Pros' PClI holder was quite hard to
open. Nornally you can use your fingers to unscrew the clip,
but | had to use a screwdriver. After this small action of
force | released the PCl-Express latch und pulled gently the
ATl card.

The new 8800 GT is nmuch snmaller than the old X1900XT and fits

nice into the exansion slot. Unfortunally there is now an open
PCl slot hol der, because the 8800GT is half the height. What a
pitty for such a nice designed nachine. | "mgetting a new sl ot
cover.

To make it short: The installation was easy.



W ndows

The 8800GT works fine under Wndows XP 32-Bit although | had to
install the current NVID A forceware drivers in Version 174.93
beta to get the new card recogni zed.

Crysis

The hi gh denmandi ng shooter Crysis plays fine with all settings
"high'" in 1600x1200. Activating antialiasing slows down the
performance. So | guess the 8800GT is not ready for full native
resolution on 30" displays. Currently I"mstill using ny old
lymaha S-1PS 21" nonitor.

Mac OS X Perfornmance and XBench

| just fired up XBench and ran the standard graphics test. As
al ready di scovered the 8800GT seens to performslower in this
Open@. test, but the gami ng experience under Wndows tells a
different story. However the card feels fast under OS X and
per haps ot her people will performreal perfornmance tests.

Bottom | i ne

The NvI DI A GeForce 8800 GT is the graphics upgrade for the
first generation Mac Pros and works like a charm Enjoy!

XBench 1.3: NVID A GeForce 8800 GT

System I nfo

Xbench Version 1.3

System Version 10.5.2 (9C7010)
Physi cal RAM 2048 MB

Mbdel MacProl, 1

Drive Type SAVBUNG HD401LJ
Quartz Graphics Test 208.48

Line 185.33 12. 34 Klines/sec [50% al pha]




Rect angl e 253. 37 75.64 Krects/sec [50% al pha]
Circle 207.71 16.93 Kcircl es/sec [50% al pha]
Bezi er 203.70 5.14 Kbeziers/sec [50% al pha]
Text 203.37 12.72 Kchars/sec

OpenGL G aphi cs Test 169. 66

Spi nni ng Squares 169. 66 215.22 franes/sec
User Interface Test 307.94

El emrents 307.94 1.41 Krefresh/sec

XBench 1.3: ATl X1900XT

System I nfo

Xbench Version 1.3

System Version 10.5.2 (9C31)

Physi cal RAM 2048 MB

Mbdel MacProl, 1

Drive Type SAVMSUNG HD401LJ

Quartz Graphics Test 208.75

Line 184.98 12. 32 Klines/sec [50% al pha]
Rect angl e 254.40 75.95 Krects/sec [50% al pha]
Circle 207.19 16.89 Kcircl es/sec [50% al pha]
Bezi er 204.17 5.15 Kbeziers/sec [50% al pha]
Text 204.47 12.79 Kchars/sec

Open@. Graphi cs Test 249.07

Spi nni ng Squar es 249. 07 315.96 franes/sec

User Interface Test 323.22

El enrents 323.22 1.48 Krefresh/ sec




Graphics Card Upgrade
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Rel at ed Cont ent

- TaX Devel oper Cookbook
Edition Wnter 2008
htt p://ww. al exnat . de/ downl oads/ TaXdevel oper Cookbook. pdf



